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Dear Friends of AgriCorps,

Over the past several months, | have had the genuine pleasure to sit down with over fifty students, agriculture teachers and
farmers in Ghana and Liberia who have benefited from AgriCorps programs. Farmers spoke about improved yields because
of new innovations taught by youth. Agriculture teachers spoke about using better teaching methods after attending an
AgriCorps teacher training. Students spoke about improved confidence, leadership and incomes because of 4-H at their
school.

My family and I have contributed over $1 million to AgriCorps throughout the past five years. To see the impact of those
dollars, firsthand, touched me personally. It reminded me why | give—to make this increasingly small world a better place
through a simple action. | could’t be more proud. This year’s report hopes to give you the same sense of pride through the
telling of stories from our beneficiaries who are much closer than we might think. Every $25 contribution gives one student
the opportunity to participate in a 4-H or Future Farmer program; that student impacts as many as five local farmers. It is truly
a gift that keeps on giving.

However, urgency has never been more critical. The world’s population is set to exceed nine billion by 2050 and the growing
number of potentially unemployed youth is an equally staggering statistic. More than sixty percent of the population in sub-
Saharan Africa is under the age of 25, and by 2050 the youth population on the continent is expected to double, reaching
one billion. Let that sink in for a moment: one billion African youth under the age of 18 by 2050! According to the UN’s Food
and Agriculture Organization, 27.4% of the population of Africa is severely food insecure, a number that increased by 3%
between 2014 and 2016. A growing, hungry, unemployed youth sector is not only detrimental to that country’s economic
development, it also threatens U.S. economic and national security interests.

The Chicago Council on Global Affairs’ recent report, Youth for Growth: Transforming Economies through Agriculture, extensively
highlights the role agriculture can play to develop economic opportunities for youth and create a more food secure world.
The report highlights the work of AgriCorps and calls on policy makers to support agricultural education initiatives around
the world.

As AgriCorps moves into its fifth year, we are launching a new phase. Using the evidence-based models that have developed
over the past four years, we will establish a system that can be easily scaled across the continent by local governments,
non-government organizations and aid agencies. We invite you to be part of this endeavor, and together we can create huge
impact, one student and one farmer at a time.

Trent McKnight
Founder

AGRICOR



Countries with the highest prevalence of youth (age 24 and below) and
food insecurity, as percent of total population*

}
Countrles with highest prevalence Jgp A
of food Insecurlty (2015)* ~ "ﬂ

1 Central African Republic 586 A e

2 Haiti 46.8 ) 4

3 Zambia 45.9

4 Zimbabwe 447 A .

5 Liberia 428 A

6 Madagascar 423 A

7 Rwanda 411

o BT e

9 Uganda 390 A

10 Chad 325

11 United Republic of Tanzania 32.3

12 Sierra Leone 30.9

13 Tajikistan 30.1

14 Ethiopia 28.8

15 Namibia 288 A

16 Yemen 28.8

17 Guinea-Bissau 283 A

18 Congo 28.2

19 Iraq 27.8 *Change over 10-year period (from 2004-2006 to 2014-2016). Does

29; MnicrLests 26.9 WA Foaeh St b et U K i 2T
A Rising food insecurity Falling food insecurity current food insecurity data is from 2015. Data on prevalence of food

insecurity unavailable for the Democratic Republic of the Congo.

*Chicago Council on Global Affairs. 2018 Youth for Growth Report
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Youth population as percent

of total population (2017)
(age 24 and below)

B 60-70%
M 50-60%
I 40-50%

30 - 40%
W 0-30%

Countries with the
highest prevalence
of food insecurity




MONTANA

IDAHO

AGRICORPS
FELLOWS (ACF)

University of |[daho 1

University of Wisconsin-River Falls 1
University of Georgia 2

University of Kentucky 1

University of Missouri 1

University of Florida 1

Univeristy of Maryland 2

Virginia Tech 1

The Pennsylvania State University 2
Texas Tech University 2

Truman State University 1

Texas A&M University 3

Tuskegee 1

Colorado State University 1
California State University-Chico 2
Cornell 3

California Polytechnic State University 1
Ohio State University 3

Oklahoma State University 2
Murray State University 1
Mississippi State University 1

Dordt College 1

North Dakota State University 1
Northwest Missouri State 1

North Carolina State University 2
Fresno State 1

Kansas State University 1
Auburn 1

lllinois State University 1
lowa State University 2
Purdue University 1

WYOMING

ACF Careers

OUR FELLOWS
7

ACF Majors




IMPACT 1:

A PIPELINE OF
GLOBALLY -MINDED
AMERICAN
AGRICULTURE
PROFESSIONALS
WITH EXPERIENCE
LIVING ABROAD
Spending a year teaching
agriculture in Liberia was
a job AgriCorps Fellow
Sayvanna Sfabian couldn't
pass up. Sayvanna knew
she wanted to spend her
career as an agricultural
educator, but she also
recognized the need to
bring a global perspective
into her U.S. classroom.
After spending a year
teaching animal science
at Cuttington University,
Sayvanna now has

her own high school
classroom in central New
York.
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IMPACT 2:

YOUNG LEADERS IN %
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES

COMMITTED TO FARMING AS A Lam ’
SCIENCE AND A BUSINESS (D)

Students from Akatakyiwa and Yamoransa in \

Ghana’s Central Region received the

opportunity to learn about agriculture and

entrepreneurship from local extension

agents and college students from the

University of Cape Coast. The Leadership, Education, Agriculture and Development
(LEAD) workshop taught students conservation agriculture, post-harvest crop storage,
the importance of science in agriculture and how to start a home entrepreneurship
project. The students also demonstrated their leadership skills by reciting the
Agriculture Creed and 4-H Ghana Opening Ceremonies.

IMPACT 3:

FOOD SECURITY IN DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES THROUGH IMPROVED
AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION AND
VALUE CHAINS

If you stopped by the farming community of
Mensah Dawa, Ghana, looking for AgriCorps
Fellow Ryan Tomlin, you'd most likely find
him in the field with a local farmer. Ryan
spent numerous hours on his
community’s farms, listening to farmers and working with them to find solutions to their
problems. By creating a farmer group and working with the district’s extension officer,
Ryan hosted workshops on topics such as no-till, cover crops, pest management and post
harvest loss. The farmers also explored cultivating cashew nuts as a way to diversify
their farms and take advantage of a growing market.
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The Light

Once upon a time there lived a girl
Who had nothing to call her own.
She had nothing to hold on tight.
Life showed her her place
By putting her into a pit of suffering,
Frustration and depression—

By gifting her with friends called Tears and Shadows.
Tears would never leave her side
Neither would Shadows depart from her.
In fact her friends were the best
Friends in the entire world rolled together.

They say at the end of the tunnel there is Light,
But in the girl’s situation there was
Not even a firefly buzzing freely at the
End of the tunnel
To give the girl even a flicker of hope.

Life dragged her through terror.

But behold, as she was moving through
This tunnel, she saw a green light.

A light that promises to make the best better.
A green light, which drove away her fears
And dried her tears.

As she drew nearer to the light
She saw something beautiful and promising:
She saw a big 4 and a giant H.

She saw 4-H.

The 4-H's of the clover gave her hope.
The Hand held her close and tight.
The Head thought of her every time.

The Heart provided her a place to stay.
The Health never left her side.
Indeed, 4-H turned her into something new.
Now she had something to call her own,
Giving her inspiration through pen and paper
To impart her emotions.

I looked into the mirror and saw myself.

| saw the girl, but the girl was not different from me.
| sided with 4-H and now | have everything.

Within 4-H, a young girl found her voice and a way to express that voice

through poetry. She writes poems of struggle, of Africa and agriculture.
She is in the ninth grade in Ghana.
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Through his model, the land grant college would train
vocational agriculture teachers in the improved innovation
developed through research, and vo-ag teachers would
supervise students’home projects, which implemented
this innovation on family farms. By 1917, his idea became
federalized through the Smith Hughes National Vocational
Education Act, and every high school agricultural educa-
tion program in America has used home projects, known
today as a Supervised Agricultural Experience (SAE), ever
since. It is from these one hundred year old origins that the
school-based farm demonstration model is based.

4 Component Model

Classroom
Instruction

Leadership Community
Development Transformation

Home
Projects

School
Demonstration
Farm
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CLASSROOM INSTRUCTION

IN STUDENTS WANTING
O TO STUDY

AGRICULTURE
IN HIGH SCHOOL. ¢

Each year the AgriCorps Fellows host Teacher Empowerment Trainings to build the capacity of
local agriculture teachers. The training focuses on experiential teaching practices within a
student-centered environment. Topics cover experiential learning, engaging students,
classroom management and lesson planning.

1137

TEACHERS TRAINED
IN THE PAST 4 YEARS



After attending the conservation agriculture training, the
agriculture teachers at Korm Junior High and Manya Krobo
Senior High decided to use the school farms to demonstrate
the benefits of the new methodology. Each school had two
plots for comparison: a tilled plot with no vegetation and a
no-tilled plot with mulch and residue from previous crops.
The students hosted field days for farmers and taught them
how to use these methods on their home farms.
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Looking at the dismal yield of his father’s cassava crop in
rural Liberia gave Lincoln Dolo an idea. “Dad, we should plant the

cassava sticks in a mound rather than straight into the ground”
While his father was skeptical, Lincoln knew this improved
method would increase yields because he had seen it work on
the school farm. The father tried a few mounds, and when
harvest time came he reaped the benefits. “It came up very fine.
One stick in the mound gives 14, 15, 16 tubers when the old way
gives 8,9, 10 tubers.”
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“4-H teaches leadership and that has made me a good leader. And
even though | am a small boy among my friends, a group of people
who are older than me, they have made me their leader because of the
experience | get from 4-H.” —George Daniel. Bolahun Town, Liberia.

1



“The youth taught us!” exclaimed a group of older farmers
explaining how they doubled corn yields in just three years. 4-H
members Joseph Quarshie and Ishmael Domety, seen with their
Ag Teacher Emmanuel Dugbatey, spent the last four years taking
what they learned on the school farm into the community to help
farmers. Quarshie worked with farmers on the “4-H method” of
planting corn: one seed per hole with correct spacing; and Ishmael
taught conservation practices, terracing and composting during
farm visits.
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Total Revenue and Support:

Management & General:

AgriCorps Fellow Recruitment:
AgriCorps Fellow Program:

AgriCorps Fellows In-Country Support:

Total Expenses:

Agripreneur’s Circle
$5,000+

InterBank

Billie & Ross McKnight
Trent McKnight

Farmer’s Circle
$1,000-54,999

Lisa Bonadelle

Greg Coker

Leah Charette

Farmers Coop Society
(Rozeboom Farms Inc.)
Jan Huffer

Anne MacDonald

Mike Massey

Jennifer Sirangelo

Mr and Mrs Jackson Troxel
Mark and Nancy Poeschl

Advisor’s Circle
$500-5999
Anonymous (2)
Ann Bluntzer
Kathryn Boer

Michael & Melissa DerManouel

Scott and Barb Glenn

Don & Cathey Humphreys
Elly and John Kelzenberg
Jennifer Kibbey

Bekah Mahan

Braden Power

Anne Prince

Larry Reddick

Brad & Amy Reddick

Lee Rozeboom

Gwyn Schramm

Tressa Scrivner

Jo Turner and Dale Brigham
Larry Reddick

Brad & Amy Reddick

Lee Rozeboom

Gwyn Schramm

Tressa Scrivner

Jo Turner and Dale Brigham
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$449,417.93

$96,483.55
$48,840.21
$112,042.02
$99,961.09

$357,326.87

Agricultural Education Circle
$250-5499
Anonymous (1)

Jim & Marcia Borel
Jack Britt

Eli Lily & Co.

Mike & Rebecca Fitch
Gail & Myrna Fitch
Michael and Anne Frost
Anthony Giuliano
Nathan & Anna Glenn
Tommy Harney

Jim Hart

Betsy Holt

Brent Hoover

Alois Kertz

Michael Mc Graw

Bill and Anita Million
Oak Summit

Jason Ortolano
Patricia Scovel

Nevin and Jean Smith
Bettina Tabke

Chad & Sarah Whitson



2017-18 Donors

Clover Circle

$100-5249
Anonymous (4)
Bethlehem Baptist Church
Mort Bishop I1I

Laurie & Doug Ahlers
Annette & Wayne Ahlers
Matt Boyer

Sandra & Gary Briers
Tom & Jacquie Broach

Council for Agricultural Research,

Extension, and Teaching
California Ag Today Radio
Koller Family

Randy and Jill Christensen
Richard Church

Rhonda and Tom Coon
Anne Crabtree

Mary Crave

True & Haven Creel

Jeri Culpepper

Rich & Liz DeMera

Chloe Deweese

Carmen Dumaual
Raymond Dunne

Jack Elliot

Michael Ellison

Escalon Masonic Lodge
Jack and Debbie Fisher
Fitzgerald Family

John Foote

Daniel Foster

Bob Frazee

Al & Monica Gonzales
Kiley Gravatt

Tim & Jaime Hammerich
Mary T Hein

Victoria Herr

Willis & Martha Herr
Mike Hoffmann

Bill & Tami Holloway
Dustin & Emily Homan
Marleda Horton

Jody, Pip and Garrett Hudson
Marcus Jackson

Catherine & Michael Jameson
Kathy Joyce

Sabine Klocker

Doug and Emily Kueker
Les Schwab Tires

Susan Loren-Taylor
Corrine McCallum

Kevin & Leslie McCarthy
Autumn Dawn McDonald
Patricia S McKibben
Ingrid Mello

Pendleton County 4-H Council
Jim Monroe

James Monroe

Merle Mullet

NWMSU Block & Bridle
Jan Nyrop

Joe and Karissa Peck

Ruth Powers

Sawyer & Cortni Rambo
Bekah Reddick

Mike and Kristen Regenold
Bunnie Reichle

Michael Reszler

Ripon Christian FFA
Deanna Rotty

Cooper Royer

Dave & Carol Rozeboom
Ruddy Family

Joseph Schmitz

Troy Scott Family

Gersch Family

Jeff and Susan Smith
Mike Socha

Anthony Taufest

Abi Taylor

Jim & Mary Jane Thompson
Sandy Thompson Kamp
Brian Townley

Brian and Julie Tweeten
Ed Walters

Chris Watkins

Jean Wedding

Jim & Pam Whitman
Scott & Stephanie Wucherer
Ron Zweber
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Student’s Circle

$1-599

Ruth A. Adams
Sydney Alberts

Kristin Anderson
Anonymous (21)
Andrea Applegate
Mark and Melinda Backman
Duane Bajema

Barrett Family

Gail Bates

Mary Beasley

Carolyn Belczyk

Brad and Molly Bellah
Keenan McRoberts
Derek Bevis

Robert and Megan Bevis
Bittner Orchards
Bjorn Bjornsson

Gary Blair

Bock Family

Don Boegeman

John and Marsha Boes
Gail Bormann

Thomas Bousema
Laurel Bowers-Eady
The Brinkerhofts

Deb Brown

Jill Brown

Christine Brown
Madison & Jacklin Brown
Zeke Bryant

Angie Bush

Kayla Calhoun Jess Cater
Leslie and Peter Cohen
Bradley Collins
Moriah Conrad

Jeft and Nancy Cramer
Cross Family
Czarnetzki Family
Dillon Davidson
Linda and Roger Day
Gary DeVries

Leanna Dielman
Doebler Family

Susan Duncan

Philip Eberly



Ali Emig

Kayla Erickson
Judy Eubank
Jacob Ferrebee
Caryn Filson
Carol Fitzpatrick
Patti Foster

Catherine D Friesen
Paula & Rodrigo Frigato
Dean & Vicki Frisbie
Claire Frost

Stephanie Frost

Stokes County 4-H
Paige Fuselier

Lane Galloway

Ryan Goddard
Christopher Gonzalez
Deborah Grusenmeyer
Amy Guhy

Tanner Guhy

Brianna Gwirtz
Cherise Hansen
Katrina Harper
Cedric Harper

Lisa and Seth Heinert
Linda ] Henderson
Sanny Hermes

Bob & Lydia Herr
Drew Heynen

Clint & Sarah Hjelm
Betsy Hodge

Barb Hoekstra

Erik Hoekstra

Hayden Hollingsworth
Jim & Kristine Hoover
Horton Family

Greg & Betsy Hug
Betsy Iverson
Rochelle Smarr

Mary Jenkins

Max Jewell

Dick Joerger

Melinda Jones
MacKenzie Jones
Steve Kagan

Casey Kamper

Logan Kearins

Sue Kearins

Molly Kelley

Grant Kermink

Donna and Dave Kessel
John Kidenda

Tracy Kitchel

Kenzie Kitson
Matthew Klopfenstein
Kenna Knight

Dee Krill

Teresa Kroetz
Kruchten family

Karri Larson

Rainey & Jack Lewis
Dylan Lilley

Kala Linck

Ted and Ginny Logan
KC & Abby Love

The Lowrys

Alyssa Luther

Patsy Mahan

Alexa & Ryan Martinez
Barb and Glenn Mason
Cody McClain

Hannah McCollom
Marcus McGee

Laura McMillian

Mike and Nancy McNamara
Keenan McRoberts
Joyce Mellom and Sonja Burseth
Brittney Middel

Steven & Cindy Monroe
Steven Monroe
Chelsea Montes

Olivia Muller

Sandy & Greg Mulligan
Kelly Newlon

Hank & Tom Nix
Taylor O’Guinn

Sydney Obbink

Luke Olson

Orange Blossom 4-H
Peter Pamkowski
Marjorie Perry
Bethany Rainwater
Samantha Raynor

Tony Rice

Linda Rodriguez
Mary Jane Rogers
Carly Rozeboom
Eric Salonga

Billy Saylor

Fred, Missy and Leah
Schmidt

Jodi Scholman

Katie Schrodt

Linda Scoles

Chris Scott

Alexa Scovel

Bev Seurer

Kurt & Ann Seurer
Dr. Shadinger
Lynette Simerley
Clay Simmons
Rochelle Smarr

Bob Snook

Seth Soman

Taylor Spence

Ed Starkenburg

The Steichen Family
Carrie Stephens

Jim Stoll

Syd Thummel

Emily Tinklenberg
Tiffany Tong

Russel Towns

John & Carrie Turner
Sandra VandenBrink
Paige Volkens

Kayla Walls

Dalton Walters
Bailie Warren
Melissa Weaver

Alex Werkhoven
Merrie Winfrey
Scott Wirth

Maisie Wolters
Meiling Wong
Andrea Woods & Kacie
Marchant

Teri Yarberry
Michelle & Lyle Zappa
Tom Zwiefel
Jacqueline Benson



MARK POESCHL

CEO, National FFA Foundation and
Organization

B e

BARB GLENN

CEO, National Association of State
Departments of Agriculture

JENNIFER SIRANGELO JACK ELLIOT

President and CEO, National 4-H Shirley B., and Daniel C. Pfannstiel
Council ‘49 Chair for International Agriculture
and Extension Education, Texas A&M
University

PHIL KARSTING

Founder and Principal, Matterhorn Former Administrator, Foreign
Foundation Agricultural Service
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To accomplish this, AgriCorps and partners will:

Recruit high quality, motivated, creative, American college
graduates of agriculture with past experiences in FFA or

One 4-H to volunteer one year to teach agricultural education
in developing countries

Meet the needs of rural young people in developing countries
by equipping them with agriculture and life skills to become
healthy, critical-thinking farmers and democratic citizens

Transfer agriculture technology and methodology

through youth, as early adopters, into farming www.agricorps.org

communities in developing countries 4] facebo k.o‘om/agricorps





